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THE HEART OF THE GOSPEL AND FOUR LAWS   	
 
 
 
There are Spiritual Laws that Govern Your Relationship with God. 
Law 1 – God loves you and offers a wonderful plan for your life. 
Law 2 – Man is sinful and separated from God. Therefore, he cannot know and experience God’s love and plan 

  for his life. 
Law 3 – Jesus Christ is God’s only provision for man’s sin. Through Him you can know and experience God’s    
  love and plan for your life. 
Law 4 – We must individually receive Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord; then we can know and experience God’s 

  love and plan for our lives. 
	
These spiritual laws are represented by some of the teachings in The Heart of the Gospel 
by Robert E. Coleman 
Chapter 1 The Character of God 

1 Recognizing God’s rightful claim on our lives, thus, becomes our initial step toward redemption. 
To presume that we can get along without God is idolatry of self – the essence of sin. We may seek 
to escape this fact, but no one can ever get beyond God’s reach; not even in dying, for death only 
opens the door to a final reckoning with truth. (Isaiah 53:6, Isaiah 59:2, John 5:28) 

2 Knowing God is the only happiness that can satisfy the human soul. Knowing this God and 
enjoying Him forever is the only reason we exist, and making Him known the blessing of our 
mission life. (Psalms 16:11, John 17:3) 

3 God reveals Himself in Jesus bringing His glory into the realm of our experience. (John 1:14) 
 
Chapter 2 Revelation and the Bible 

1 God, through His grace, has made Himself and His purposes known. He realizes our human 
predicament. The word of God supremely expressed Himself through the incarnate or living 
Word. Jesus Christ is the saving Word of God, who could say: “I am the way, and the truth, and 
the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” (John 14:6) 

2 To begin, we must believe that God has spoken personally to us in His Word. (Romans 10:17, 
John 7:17) 

3 The Bible is given to make us wise for salvation. (2 Timothy 3:15) 
4 Faith must rest on some authority. The Bible, which is infallible, immutable, and eternal, is the 

tangible court of appeal. (Luke 24:27) 
5 It is not our responsibility to justify His Word; we are responsible only to make it known. Billy 

Graham knelt before his open Bible and said: “I surrender my will to the Living God revealed in 
Scripture … Here and now, by faith, I accept the Bible as they Word; I take it all. I take it all 
without reservations.” His preaching began to manifest a new power as he quit trying to prove the 
Scripture and simply declare the truth with “The Bible says.” He found people were not especially 
interested in his ideas. They were hungry “to hear what God had to say through His Holy Word.” 
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Chapter 3 Creation and the Celestial Hosts 
1 A Satanic empire exists. ‘I will make myself like the Most High.’ The essence of Satan’s sin centers 

in an attempt to play God – the creature pompously claiming for himself the glory that belongs 
only to the Creator. 

2 Faithful angels – Angels talked with Mary, the shepherds, and to Joseph. They ministered to Jesus, 
strengthened him at Gethsemane, heralded His resurrection, and attended His Ascension. 

3 Knowing the deception and determination of our enemy, we must “put on the whole armor of 
God.” (Ephesians 6:11-13) 

4 The angels love to be around evangelism. They delight to hear the preaching of the good news 
“sent from heaven.” (I Peter 1:12, Luke 15:10) 

 
Chapter 4 Creation of Man and Women 

1 God created man in His own image. (Genesis 1:26) 
2 Whether we are composed of matter and spirit or matter, spirit, and soul, the fact is that we have a 

spiritual component that only God can satisfy. (Matthew 4:4) 
3 The real person – the immortal soul – will never die – and we will have a spiritual body. (1 Cor 

15:43:55) A decision regarding the state of our soul must be made now. The question is: where will 
we spend eternity? (John 5:28) 

4 Man was made with a will to decide his own course in life. Not that he could choose anything he 
wanted, but he was free to say yes or no to the will of God. (John 5:40) 

5 Jesus taught that every person is of more value than the world. (Matthew 16:26) He knew what it 
meant to forfeit life – to miss what man was made for – to develop into the image of God, to grow 
into the likeness of His holy love. 

6 God will not be defeated in His purpose in creation and redemption to make people for His glory. 
(Genesis 9:1, 12:1-3) 

 
Chapter 5 Rebellion against God 

1 The tempter openly denies God’s word and calls God a liar. (Genesis 3:4) “You will not surely 
die.” 

2 The tempter boldly charges the Lord with being selfish and tyrannical: For God knows that when 
you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
(Genesis 3:5) 

3 Captivated by the lure of sin, the women believed the tempter – “she took of its fruit and ate.” 
(Genesis 3:6) Belief always finds expression in action. 

4 Adam and Eve’s experience is a deadly story, to be sure; but not acting to prevent the fall, God, 
through His permissive will, allows a situation in which the glory of His grace will be revealed. 
Obviously for the race to be saved, God will have to take the initiative, for there is nothing in fallen 
mankind that can bring redemption. 

5 An often overlooked truth is that the real tragedy of sin is not what we suffer, but what we miss in 
God’s wonderful plan for our lives. (Jeremiah 29:11) 

6 The sin that has no forgiveness is to reject God’s offer of salvation in Christ. (Matthew 12:32, 
Hebrews 6:4-6, 1 John 5:16-17, Isaiah 53:6) 
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Chapter 6 The Son of God 
1 He knew people were aimlessly wandering through life, like lost sheep on their present course 

headed for certain destruction. That the world hated Him was no surprise (John 15:18), though it 
added to His heartbreak. “He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief.” (Isaiah 53:3) No one else shared the burden with Him, not even His closest disciples, 
but Jesus bore it willingly in obedience to the Father’s will. 

2 Jesus did not start out to save the world as a man, and by virtue of His godly life became the Son of 
God. Jesus came to the earth as God. … He became the incarnate God-man. In other words, he 
did not become Redeemer in order to be the Son of God, but He came as the Son of God to be 
the Redeemer. 

3 The ultimate purpose of Christ’s life was evangelism. To save the world (John 12:47), “to seek and 
save the lost” (Luke 19:10), “not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance” (Luke 5:32), “and 
to give His life as a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:28) 

 
Chapter 7 The Death of Christ 

1 Unlike the priest of old who offered up sacrifices daily for their sin and the sins of the people, 
Jesus had no sin. So as one blameless under the law, He could offer Himself as a perfect sacrifice.  
(Hebrews 10:12) 

2 The blood that was drawn expressed a commitment unto death, thereby witnessed to the inviolable 
nature of the promise. 

3 The Old Testament priests were temporary, their office terminated by death. Christ’s ministry 
would never be terminated by death. 

4 The gift is pleasing to the Lord because it discloses His own glory in that He sacrifices His life for 
the creature of His love. This changes the whole nature of our salvation. God is seen as both the 
subject and the object of propitiation. His wrath is removed, not because we do something, but 
because He did something. From beginning to end, it is a display of His sovereign grace. 

5 We must not overlook, too, that the cleansing effect of the blood is to enable us to “serve the living 
God.” (Hebrews 9:14, 2 Timothy 2:21) 

6 We are not redeemed by following the example and teaching of Jesus. By itself it circumvents the 
blood; it would be something like self-atonement through human initiative, and the end result 
would be to glorify man, not God. 

7 The cross resonates in the eternal consciousness of God. Calvary simply bore witness to God’s set 
purpose and foreknowledge. (Acts 2:23) In the mind of God, Christ was slain before “the 
foundation of the world.” (Revelation 13:8) 

8 Jesus did not come to save Himself, He came to save us. (Matthew 27:42) 
 
Chapter 8 The Triumph of Christ 

1 The resurrection makes one confront the issues of Christ’s death. Why did He have to die in the 
first place? The Bible gives only one answer: Jesus “was delivered up for our trespasses and raised 
up for our justification.” (Romans 4:25) The resurrection was the confirmation of God’s approval 
for His Son’s completed mission of redemption. … We were made alive with Christ.  
(Ephesians 2:5) 

2 Our old calculations of what is possible and impossible become obsolete. The power that raised 
Christ from the grave surely can take human personality and re-create it according to its true 
purpose. (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

3 The resurrection shows what is to come for the followers of Christ. Jesus’s glorified body is “the 
first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.” (1 Corinthians 15:20) “God raised the Lord and will 
also raise us up by His power.” (1 Corinthians 6:14) 
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Chapter 9 The Holy Spirit 

1 Jesus wanted everyone to know that what He said and did were not in the strength of man, it was in 
the power of the Holy Spirit. Nothing about His ministry could be explained in naturalistic terms. 

2 I am with you always, to the end of the age (Matthew 28:20), and by His Spirit the disciples are 
“clothed with power from on high.” (Luke 24:49) 

 
Chapter 10 The Grace of God 

1 God has not dealt with us on the basis of our worth, but rather on the basis of our need. Neither 
given because of good deeds, nor denied because of misdeeds, grace comes without charge. 
(Ephesians 2:8, 9) 

2 Grace displays God’s character. (Ezekiel 36:22-23) 
3 The idea of God giving His blessing freely, unconditionally, and without merit – because He is 

already been fully satisfied – is a concept utterly foreign to persons struggling to achieve salvation. 
(Romans 10:13) 

4 What has changed for the saved is the motivation to obey. No longer do we keep the law to earn 
merit. “The love of Christ controls us.” (2 Corinthians 5:14) 

5 We always operate on the premise that everyone can be saved. There are no hopeless cases. Is 
anything too hard for God? 

6 Grace should be accepted when offered. “Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the 
day of salvation.” (2 Corinthians 6:2) 

7 The Church will never cease to celebrate the grace of God. “So that in the coming ages, He might 
show the immeasurable riches of His grace in kindness toward us.” (Ephesians 2:5-7) 

 
Chapter 11 Coming to Christ 

1 We do not compensate for the sin by doing something to make up for it. We acknowledge the 
truth and flat out confess our guilt, ask for forgiveness, and resolve not to repeat the sin again. 
Confession expresses a desire to follow a new path of righteousness. 

2 Saving faith begins in the unsettling awareness of our human perversity, intensified by 
disillusionment with human efforts to bring personal fulfillment and happiness. Feeling a growing 
loneliness and insecurity in the world, under conviction of the Spirit, we come to recognize our 
lostness. Unless hope comes from outside of self, there is no hope for salvation. 

3 Saving faith delivers one from the illusion that only the material universe is real and opened the 
door to the eternal world that shall never pass away. The presence of the living Christ by faith can 
become more real than breathing. 

4 Repentance and faith meet at Calvary. The ultimate choice every person must make is climaxed at 
the cross. The prisoners crucified next to Jesus made two different choices. We are all guilty, all 
under the judgement of death, all brought to confront Christ on the cross, and all having to make a 
decision. We must repent and believe the Gospel. (Mark 1:15) 

 
Chapter 12 The New Life 

1 The outward declaration of God, absolving the believer from the penal evils of sin and establishing 
a right relationship with God, is accompanied by an inward renovation of the fallen human nature. 
There begins a change in moral character. Justification relates to what God does for us; 
regeneration refers to what God does in us through the re-creative power of the Holy Spirit. 
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Chapter 13 Sanctification 
1 Saints are not self-made. The Holy Spirit imparts holiness to believers as a gift of God. Never 

earned by anything we do, it comes by faith alone in Jesus Christ. 
2 The impartation of holiness, received as a divine gift, cannot be self-contained. Just as God gave 

himself away in His love for the world, so the experience of that love in Christ becomes self-giving. 
To keep it would in effect deny its presence, while giving it away is evidence of its possession. 

3 The saintly Scottish pastor Robert Murray McCheyne once wrote: “My people’s greatest need is 
my personal holiness.” The greatest gift any person can give to those people who look up to him or 
her for leadership is a wholly sanctified life. (John 17:19) 

 
Chapter 14 Perseverance of the Saints 

1 John 3:16 and Romans 10:9-10 are passages that prove there is full assurance of salvation by faith 
in our Lord Jesus Christ for those who believe and accept His finished work. 

2 Eternal life does not depend on rank in society or religious ceremony but entirely on the merits of 
Him who purchased us with His own blood. Assurance of salvation is the knowledge of belonging 
to God, the consciousness of sonship, a sureness maintained by faith in the integrity of Jesus 
Christ. (Romans 8:15, Galatians 4:6) 

3 Paul speaks of this seal of the Spirit of God’s “security deposit” on the fulfillment of His promise. 
(2 Corinthians 1:22) 

4 When professing saints seem to show no regard for the law of God, there is good reason to assume 
that they have no saving relationship with Christ. It is nonsense for a person to claim that he can 
live in sin because he has no other choice. 

5 Every testing brings another opportunity to prove God’s faithfulness and grow in the likeness of 
Christ, who found His fulfillment in doing the will of the Father who sent Him. (John 17:4) 

 
Chapter 15 The Church and Her Ministry 

1 The Church can continue only as the people of God reproduce their life in each succeeding 
generation. 

2 The name above every name must be named. It is both demonstrating compassion for the bruised 
and forgotten people of the world and declaring the Gospel. 

3 In seeking to lead another person in the way of holiness, we are made aware of our own 
inadequacies and constrained by the Spirit to draw more deeply from the wellspring of grace. 

4 The purpose of God’s gifts are given not to foster pride in recipients but to perfect the body of 
Christ and thereby bring glory to God. 

5 As priests, winning men is more a work of pleading for souls than a service of pleading with them. 
 
Chapter 16 The Return of the King 

1 “I will come again and will take you to myself.” (John 14:3) 
2 “This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw Him 

go into heaven.” (Acts 1:10-11) 
3 Daniel 7:13-28, while much of this passage remains unclear, one cannot mistake its dominant note, 

which is the ultimate victory of the Son of Man and of those associated with Him. 
4 The Son of Man has authority to forgive sins, to execute judgement, and give everlasting life. 
5 “Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes.” (Luke 12:37) 
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Chapter 17 The Providence of God 
1 Persons are lost by their own refusal to align their will with God’s desire. No one can blame God 

that he or she is lost. All who go to hell are there by their own willful choice in rejecting the Gospel 
of grace. 

2 God is not responsible for the mess the world is in. The Gospel has no common ground with any 
view that undermines human freedom and responsibility. Providence makes painfully evident that 
our choices have consequences. 

3 This is the confidence a believer has resting in the will of God. Whatever happens he keeps “in 
perfect peace those whose mind is stayed on Him.” (Isaiah 26:3) 

 
Chapter 18 The Coming Glory 

1 That the saints will continually partake of this life-giving fruit indicates again that they are always 
dependent on divine grace. We never get a hint that life comes as a result of human 
accomplishment – it ever flows out of God. 

2 Faith shall turn to sight, and we shall see Jesus in all of His glory, face-to-face. (Revelation 22:4) 
3 The resurrection of the body of Jesus indicates the nature of the heavenly body of the saints: 

a. He walked out of a sealed tomb. 
b. He travelled from one place to another without any regard to time or distance. 
c. He appeared and disappeared at will. 
d. He ascended back into the heavens (contradicts gravity). 

4 Persons indwelt with the Spirit of Christ already sit with Him in the “heavenly places.”  
(Ephesians 2:6, John 5:24) 

5 “Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to 
righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.” (Daniel 12:3) 
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