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MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD | Genesis 1:26, 27  	
	
Until the 6th day of creation, the earth with all its vegetation and animal life…the sun, moon, and stars…were 
created to have a physical existence only. Then God breathed “the breath of life” into man and he became a 
“living soul,” the only thing so described in all of creation. He is the only earthbound creature so constituted.  
Man is a being who exists between the temporal, physical world and the eternal, unseen world. He is the only 
creature whose meaning is defined by reaching in both directions. He was created to live a natural life and a 
spiritual life. 
  
Observations From The Text 
“Then God said, let us make man in Our image…”  (the first clear indication of a Triune God). 
 
“Man” --- means “mankind” or “human” --- so the phrase could read, “Let us make the human race in 
 Our image, according to Our likeness.” 
 
“Male and female, He created them….”  (the two equally share God’s image). 
 
Comments 
 
The words “image” and “likeness” are used synonymously and mean the same thing. If an image is a reflection, 
then the reflection requires a source. God was the original of which man was made a copy. Obviously, this is not 
referring to the physical part of man. God is Spirit, so the image has to be the non-material. 
 

§ The image of God is universal within the human race. 
§ The image of God has not been lost as a result of sin, or specifically, the fall. 

 
Genesis 1:26, & 27 make an extraordinary declaration that man (mankind) is not only a creation of God, but was 
created in His very likeness. This indicates man’s unique relationship to God and sets him apart from the rest of 
creation. 
 
These verses crucially state that men and women are created in God’s image. In order to have the Godhead 
represented on earth in form and function, God created both male and female. 
 
This grand view of origin (and human identity) means that man embodies the communicable attributes of his 
Creator. This explains why man is a person because only a personal Creator could make a person. 
 
“Made in His Likeness” -  What does i t  mean? 
 
1.  PERSONALITY  

• Emotion – man can feel joy, excitement, anger, compassion, love, sorrow, etc. because God has emotion. 
• Intellect – man is rational and is able to think because God has a mind and is rational. 
• Will – man can exercise his volition and make choices because God has a will and chooses. 
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2.  DOMINION 

• The desire and ability to rule, master and order the environment. God is the ultimate ruler and gave man 
the urge and capability to have dominion over the creation. 

 
3.  SPIRITUALITY 

• The ability to exist without a body. God is Spirit and does not need a body to exist. 
• The capacity to understand and relate to the supernatural 

 
4.  IMMORTALITY 

• The capability to live forever. God is an eternal being having no beginning or end. Man is aeveternal, 
having a beginning but no end. 

 
5.  CREATIVITY 

• The desire and ability to imagine, invent, make, form, shape things, and be artistic. God is a creative being 
and instilled in man this capacity to bring much enjoyment. 

 
6.  ORIGINAL RIGHTEOUSNESS 

• Having a conscience bent towards God. In his original state, man was sinless, just as God is sinless. In spite 
of the fall, man seeks to know right from wrong in his journey back to righteousness. 

 
THE VALUE OF ANY HUMAN BEING DOES NOT COME FROM HIS PERFORMANCE, GOODNESS 
OR CONTRIBUTION TO MANKIND.  HIS VALUE IS THAT HE CARRIES IN HIS WHOLE BEING 
THE IMAGE OF GOD.    
 
THIS IS THE BOTTOM LINE FOR DIGNITY, VALUE, WORTH AND SELF-ESTEEM. 
 
Implicat ions of the Doctrine 
 
1.  We belong to God. Commitment, devotion, love, loyalty and service to God are all proper responses for those 
who bear the image of God. 
 
2.  We experience humanity most fully only when we are properly related to God. 
 
3.  The human is valuable. The sacredness of human life is an extremely important principle. There is dignity to 
being human. Our treatment of our fellow man is based on this premise. 
 
4.  There is goodness in learning and work. The exercise of dominion is a consequence of the image of God. Man 
is to grow in an understanding and control of the creation, developing it to its ultimate potential for its own good 
and for God. 
 
5.  Jesus is the complete revelation of the image of God in man. He is the full image of God and is the one person 
whose humanity was never spoiled by sinning. Therefore, He is our pattern if we want to know the outworking of 
the image of God in humanity. 
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