
Last Edited:  8.26.19  1 

STEPS TO STEWARDSHIP| Time       

 
Week 2: 

Time 
 
Giving of our time is challenging to believers of all ages. Most often, time is more precious than money, and 
requires a sacrifice that people find difficult to part with. But when that sacrifice is made, the rewards are 
great. Personal growth, fellowship, witnessing, service and ministry are outcomes that are well worth the giving 
of our time. And, we are being obedient to God's will for our lives. Prayer, meditation and personal worship are 
the ultimate giving of our time. God yearns for time alone with us.   
 
“Thy will, not mine, be done!” 
Jesus did not do it all. His ministry lasted three years. He healed many, but not all. He preached in some places, 
but not everywhere. He wasn’t restless to visit every village in Israel, and he didn’t canvas the countryside until he 
hit a quota. 
 
Jesus had one consideration in his life and ministry, Thy will, not my will, be done!  Luke 22:41 
“God gives us all the time we need to do what He wants us to do.” – Patrick Morley, The Man in the Mirror. 
 
The battle for effective time management is won or lost in our ability to make intelligent, consequential decisions 
regarding our day-to-day decisions. The following six steps are intended to help individuals form plans for 
effective, biblical-based time management. 
 
Step 1: Create a Mission Statement 
A Mission Statement is a succinct way of expressing why you exist and what you are trying to accomplish. 
Important characteristics of a Mission Statement include: 
Directional – going somewhere 
Umbrella – all we do 
Lifetime – ongoing  
 
 
 
 
 
Step 2: Determine Life Priorities 
Read Matthew 22:37-40. 
Love God, Love People. Make this statement a habitual part of your life and keep in mind your unique gifts as 
well as the circumstances.  
      1.  Loving God 
      2.  Loving people 
      3.  Priorities   
 
 
The key is to make 3 line up with 1 or 2.    
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Step 3: Determine Major Goals 
Set aside time to consider goals in the following areas: 

• Spiritual 
• Physical 
• Personal 
• Vocational 
• Financial 
• Family 
• Social 
• Political 

 
 
 
Step 4:  Intermediate Goals 
Use the following question to help guide your intermediate goals: “In 3 years, what would happen to make me feel 
good about my progress?” 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 5:  Short-Term Goals 
Life is about the next step. What can you do right now to get the ball rolling toward the first intermediate goal? 
 
 
 
 
Step 6:  Determine a Schedule 
Determine a schedule to reach your short-term goals. This will help screen out unnecessary activities. It’s 
important to know when and how to say “no.” As Proverbs 13:19, NIV says, A longing fulfilled is sweet to the 
soul.  
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For a further and deeper study on using our time to for the Kingdom, consider Crafting a Rule of Life: An 
Invitation to the Well-Ordered Way by Stephen A. Macchia 
 
 
 

 


